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The limits of the role of political parties in and reality
achieving participatory democracy: between legislation
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The legal privilege of the mother in Moroccan legislation

Aal al shaikh sulaiman abdulla zahir
PhD researcher
Mohammed | University, Oujda

Abstract:

When addressing the legal status of women,

particularly mothers, unequal treatment often
emerges, especially in Arab legislation. Despite
some progress—such as Morocco’s Family Code
reform (2004) and the 2011 Constitution affirming
gender equality—disparities remain. In criminal law,
Moroccan legislation grants mothers legal leniency
in cases like infanticide, pregnancy-related offenses,
and presumptive motherhood, privileges not
extended to fathers. In contrast, Omani law offers
reduced sentences only when the mother kills a child
born out of wedlock, raising questions about equality
in lawful protections. These differences highlight
contrasting legal philosophies regarding motherhood
and reflect broader gender dynamics within Arab

legal systems.

Keywords:

the mother in Moroccan legislation ; The legal

privilege of the mother .
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