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The influence of Western Islamic scholars on the Arabic language
The centrality of grammar and readings in the interpretation of Al-Bahr
Al-Muhit by Abu Hayyan Al-Andalusi (d. 745 AH) as a model

Hicham Miri
Visiting Professor at the ESEF

Sultan Moulay Slimane University, Beni Mellal

Abstract:

This study examines the influence of Western
Islamic scholars on the Arabic language by
highlighting the centrality of grammar (nahw) and
Qur’anic readings (qira’at) in Abu Hayyan al-
Andalust’s exegesis al-Bahr al-Muhit (d. 745 AH).
The research analyzes how Abu Hayyan utilized
these two sciences to interpret the Qur’anic text, as
essential tools for understanding meanings and
deriving rulings. His mastery of syntax and variant
readings allowed him to craft a comprehensive,
methodologically sound tafsir. A comparative
perspective with Eastern exegetes such as al-
Zamakhsharl reveals the distinctiveness of the
Andalusian  approach: clear methodological
frameworks, adherence to transmitted reports, and a
rigorous linguistic foundation.

Keywords:
Ablti Hayyan al-Andalusi; al-Bahr al-Muhit;

Qur’anic exegesis; linguistic analysis; tafsir
methodology.
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