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Disease between Biological Fact and Socio-economic Precarity: A Field Study on
Civil Society's Role in Caring for People Living with HIV/AIDS in Fez
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Abstract :

This study examines the paths of living with HIV in the
urban context of the city of Fez, using the experience
of the local chapter of the “Association for the Fight
Against AIDS” FALCS) as a model for analysis. The
paper seeks to unravel the dialectical relationship
between the natural aspect of the disease (as a
biological event) and socio-economic vulnerability (as
astructural determinant), in a context characterized by
the gradual withdrawal of the state from providing
healthcare for people living with HIV, and the shifting
of this burden onto civil society actors. The study
adopted a mixed-methods approach, combining
interviews with civil society actors and a quantitative
survey of a sample of people living with HIV to
measure indicators related to access and stigma, as
well as the extent to which the association is relied
upon as a substitute for public health institutions. The
results indicated that poverty and vulnerability are the
key variables explaining the spread of AIDS, revealing
a functional transformation of the association from
being a state partner to becoming an alternative social
guarantor of the healthcare rights of people living with
HIV; 70% of respondents rely on the association for
material support. The study concluded that the current
management model produces a form of hybrid health
justice, in which the constitutional right to health is
reduced to a voluntary civil service.The paper finds
that the state’s continued transfer of healthcare
responsibilities for people living with HIV to a civil
actor—whose staff acknowledge institutional fatigue
and precarious funding—threatens to undermine
epidemiological achievements and reproduce social
inequalities rather than dismantling them.

Keywords :

HIV/AIDS, Socio-economic Determinants of Health,
Civil Society, Health Policy, Structural Vulnerability,
Fez.
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- Rapport pour la Journée mondiale du sida, ministére de la Santé et de la Protection Sociale du Maroc
2024, p. 26, https://www.sante.gov.ma/Documents/2024/11/Rapport%20SIDA%202024%20VF%20.pdf.
Consulté le 10 Décembre 2025.

2 1bid, p 38.

334



https://www.sante.gov.ma/Documents/2024/11/Rapport%20SIDA%202024%20VF%20.pdf

2026 ylnd 9 bl Z933e ¢9 dual ad gl Yl dore

) gl Asbatll oS Adgl) Aalatdy) A gl

%90

2025 L Alow ldaas yuuall

oo %90 81 Com tAares AYs @Il @l J) olandl allaal SlasYl Juleall a8

39 sblall A3same mllus @ bl bl eyl o il gobazd¥l assll ol gl

O aST sl ¢ aMall bapuagl 1518) (§ Lot Aoyl i iy .yl el ) e sl Lzantii
(cndgzmio 2ely cJlos e clole) Bpad iy o oliedd sgad Laazl wilale o 80%

A8 ¢ eld Age Bl @ T el LM @Y1 pwad)l oo ) Jaall lda Lagay
JWlg e Jgluall 7 Ll Jlawel Il g daell piiay G Byoliaid ¥ BLEYI sluwd Y &gyl dmyls 5 Lia
sLglly e Ao e ASYI

ASsladl o 2unyall cilpuatll § I o Sen ¥ Byallall qd of Zaas,ll cowdll ois USh3
i LS § 5 aall8 . g pad (sloixl adsl (golo dpumi (2 (2o sudy > bl ceud La LYo
ey s cptaall oLl of U5l Stane (e Lodd Saip ¥« uld Bgoey Tdaal ) slisd) (amy
szl Jgzms g i) Jarad| il g 43811 mgms 3) e laza¥) ol Zaglie oLl Lol cadolazl
lisll gounga ]

335



o) A Lalal- gae goal) ALl g asahall Jarall cp (sl

Dokl Layygis BaLiedl Relaz itmslondll Jblskls paall dusls -2

G gl 2l B yalls 8 ety ol ol HLATH Aaligs @ Gouks Jox3 (e lidaall L2 iSS

iy 2l JaSall o ld) ¢ gazma (o0 %45 (liag s luddl 0T J) 2023 did b o1 ilisliasY| piid

(SSeld) e plaall § cdlale (ol clallas (yam (oo B pd8 Aelatn| lid ] oo plac¥l slgud)
Adial e Lo 3 uderdl cMlale

ol el Slagloos sl o 3 & iy otieadl s 2L T ) 8La01 iy
£ Lasyl Jazms Los «83Lazd¥) Jsladl Cangng a8l ,aall Lyans e ol e ol § Lads &1
AL AL s § sleao¥l poill an yaall abolas (e W1 |y Ll 2

Cradl g udal) cown cpdnlaiall 4481 aasdll (ailadld)
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

2__.:2 oIl Al

(e B0-1848) ;5 m (ki 40-26 48) i

2025 L Al oldans 1 yuuall

Vs s Aall J3 1 pudly udadl gaaie pblas s SLLaYl ablas 4lae wicey
i) 8,80a o (35St ) 5sS Al s d Ll lie Jus (o 48 pLeta ¥l e Az sloiugw
(350 40 Jlg>) Lriai AST & yae clid § 585U ias LY Cigaim (3 byl o8 « (3 30

b yaall el Jeo las¥l O cculad! s Slaes Al ajadl Casall (e o 131
(555 8- olad Adoel A80a1 3 Ayl e Lee¥) Jazed (oo LILE oy gil- el 1 3BT () Ain 8

8- Association de lutte contre le Sida, Rapport d'activité 2023, p 13, https://alcs.ma/wp-
content/uploads/2024/07/Rapport-dactivite-ALCS-2023-version-def.pdf. accessed Decembre 4, 2025.
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