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A dialogue about language between Noureddine Ayouch and Abdallah Laroui:
Communication or influence
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Abstract :

This article examines the debate between Noureddine
Ayouch and Abdallah Laroui on teaching in Moroccan
Darija through Habermas's theory, asking whether the
exchange produced genuine communication or
ideological influence. Using the concepts of
communicative action and the public sphere, it
evaluates fairness, equal participation, argumentative
quality, and freedom from coercion. It concludes that
Moroccan public media offered a closed, guided space
that reduced linguistic plurality and excluded key
actors. The televised debate also showed unequal
speaking time, sarcasm, and ideological framing. As a
result, mutual understanding weakened, while
persuasive influence dominated, despite the debate’s

democratic importance for educational reform overall.

Keywords :

A dialogue about language; Noureddine Ayouch; Abdallah
Laroui; communication; influence.
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