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Abstract:

This study aims to deconstruct the dichotomy between text and
practice within Morocco’s system of popular legislative initiatives by
tracing the procedural and formal trajectory of the legislative petition
mechanism—from its initial conceptualization to its eventual
deliberation in Parliament. Employing a structural-functional
approach, the study reveals a range of practical constraints and
structural challenges that hinder the optimal implementation of this
participatory mechanism; foremost among these are the complex
procedural framework and high numerical thresholds, alongside the
limited technical expertise and drafting capabilities of civil society
actors in formulating proposals that meet legal standards and include
financial impact assessments.

Based on this diagnosis, the article proposes a set of practical and
legislative alternatives designed to facilitate access and institutional
engagement. Foremost among these are the comprehensive
digitization of the process for gathering public support and the
establishment of knowledge-based partnerships with universities—
utilizing " legislation clinics "—to build the capacity of civil society
organizations. The ultimate aim is to transition toward an effective,
sustainable, and participatory democratic model that ensures organic
integration between representative and popular legitimacy.

Keywords :

Participatory democracy - Legislative Petitions - Civil actor -
Form-finding geometry - Active Citizenship.
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